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Soil sampling procedure 
 

 

1. Soil test representative management zones regularly, every 2-3 years.  If you are on a 
new farm, the investment in soil testing every paddock initially will pay off. 

 
2. Changing labs can change results. The results you get from year to year will be more 

consistent and comparable if you use the same lab each time. 
 

3. Ask whether the lab you are using is accredited for all of the tests you are paying for.  
The lab should have National Association of Testing Authorities Australia (NATA) 
and/or Australasian Soil and Plant Analysis Council Inc. (ASPAC) accreditation for all 
the tests as these labs have procedures for quality assurance and cross checking 
analytical results. 

 
4. Make sure you sample at the same time every year, preferably when you can be sure 

that the soil moisture will be the same. The preferred time is usually spring or late 
winter. Avoid sampling within 3 months of liming or 2 months of applying fertiliser. 

 
5. It is important to avoid small atypical areas in the paddock, e.g. changes in soil type, 

breaks in slope, gateways, troughs, badly pugged areas, fence lines, waterlogged 
patches and obvious stock camps. 

 
6. Sampling along the same transect each time minimises variability. Transects can be 

marked on the fence line to allow for repeatability of sampling. Mark soil sampling 
transects on a farm map and walk the same route over time for consistency.   

 
7. The cores should be spread out evenly along the transect. Avoid taking samples from 

where there are dung or urine patches or from where plant growth appears unusually 
good or poor. 

 
8. Sample to the same depth every time the paddock is sampled. Pastures are typically 

sampled to 10 cm depth, although some farms (especially in Tasmania) have 
historically been sampled to 7.5 cm.  It’s difficult to compare results from samples that 
have been taken from different depths. 

 
9. The soil samples should be taken using a tube sampler, rather than a spade.  
 
10. Collect  25 - 30 individual cores per paddock and bulk together in one clean sample 

bag for analysis . As paddock size increases, so should the number of cores. 
 

11. Make sure all samples are labelled clearly (some labs will supply labels). 
 

12. Keep samples cool (in an esky) before sending by Express Post to laboratory for soil 
analysis to the lab ASAP.  
 

13. Keep track of your soil test results.  Often a colour-coded map is a good way to 
visualise fertility across the farm. 


